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SUBJECT Francois Bancilhon 

Jacques Le Marois, Gael Duval, Frederic Bastok, Pearson Technology Group 

minutes:seconds 0:00 

INTERVIEWER "don't worry if you glance at the camera, that's not a bad 

thing. 

the only reason that I'm here..." 

SUBJECT "only if i look scared..." 

INTERVIEWER "...so if you could tell us your name and your role with 
MandrakeSoft." 

SUBJECT "okay. So I am Francois Bancilhon, I'm the CEO of MandrakeSoft, I've 
been the CEO for the past two years. Okay. 

minutes:seconds: 0:30 

So a brief history of MandrakeSoft: the company was started in '98 by three 
young Linux enthusiasts, and with some business experience but very little. 
Gael Duval wrote the first distribution. Jacques Le Marois was the business 
guy behind it, and another engineer, Frederic Bastok, joined, so the company 
was created, became an instant success through a agreement they 

minutes:seconds: 1:00 

had with Pearson to distribute Mandrake boxes in the U.S., and that made 
the company profitable for the first year. And then it ran into trouble thanks 
to the help of venture capitalists and American managers until we suddenly 
came back and fixed it again." 

INTERVIEWER "So what is it that 

minutes:seconds: 1:30 

MandrakeSoft provides?" 

SUBJECT "Okay. So we are number one a Linux distribution editor that we 
produce and sell. We do 90% of our revenue from selling products rather 
than providing services, even though we.... 
END 

minutes:seconds: 1:50 


